Integrated Youth Support Services in Warrington

Since the appointment of the new team managers to the service in April the pace of change across Connexions and the Youth Service has picked up.

The new team managers are:

Katie Davis

katie.davis@connexions-cw.co.uk

01925 424926

Yvonne Neary

yvonne.neary@connexions-cw.co.uk

01925 424929

Rebecca Boothroyd

rebecca.boothroyd@connexions-cw.co.uk

01925 424906

Margaret Potter

margaret.potter@connexions-cw.co.uk

01925 424913

Gill Gascoigne

ggascoigne@warrington.gov.uk

01925 443880

The new area team has been established and the team managers have allocated the resources available across the patches.

There is a tremendous amount of work around establishing new structures and procedures, alongside the staff teams getting to know each other and establishing new ways of working.

A new involvement structure for the 13-19 age range has been agreed and the participation team, lead by Katie Davis are working hard to establish that structure. The new area based fora will be launched with four area conferences in the autumn.

The IYSS is to be one of ten pilot schemes funded by a small grant from DSCF to pilot celebration events for young people in February next year, work will begin on planning those events in the autumn.

The Impact (Warrington Youth Council) manifesto has been published and the young people are actively working towards their stated aims, with both members and officers of the council.

We have plans to develop the Youth Advice Shop provision and are beginning to look at how we can reconfigure the building to best meet the needs of young people.

Business as usual has continued with the personal advisors supporting young people with advice and guidance and working on the ‘September Guarantee’ ensuring that all young people in year have an offer of employment, training or education, positively impacting on NEET figures for the borough.

Youth work is still being offered across the borough with as diverse a range of opportunities as ever. This week sees the beginning of summer actives with a gold Duke of Edinburgh’s expedition, MYP’s at the National youth parliament sitting and activities from rock climbing to sailing being offered throughout the summer.

The integrated service is delivering targeted schemes of work to particular groups such as the Positive Activities Young People (PAYP) programme and the U.Project, and supporting the Kooth online counselling service. The Youth Advice Shop is open six days a week delivering a range of sexual health services alongside broader advice and information services.

The above gives just a flavour of what the integrated service is doing and set against such a change agenda represents significant commitment to offering appropriate services to young people across the borough.

We are keen to see links develop at local level between the IYSS and active voluntary organisations, so please do contact the team manager for your area by either telephone or email.

If you would like to discuss any broader issues then contact

Mandy Burrows- Head of IYSS


mandy.burrows@connexions-cw.co.uk

07985897848

Sue Breslin - Development Manager

sbreslin@warrington.gov.uk

01925 443916

Paul Maher – Delivery Manager

pmaher@warrington.gov.uk

01925 443916

